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Breast Augmentation -   
Augmentation Mammoplasty
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Potential Risks and Complications
Modern surgery is generally safe but does have the potential for risks and complications to occur. 

Some possible complications and risks associated with breast augmentation may include:

• Surgical risks such as bleeding or infection
• Fluid accumulation around the implant after surgery
• Allergic reaction to suture materials, tape adhesive or other medical materials and lotions
• Changes in breast and nipple sensation
• Temporary or permanent areas of numbness
• Wrinkling of the skin over the implant
• Keloid, or lumpy scar tissue, which is pink, raised and irregularly shaped. These scars may be inflamed and itchy.  

There are several possible sites for the incision. Discuss this with your surgeon
• Capsular contracture, where firm scar tissue forms around the implant causing it to lose shape and softness
• Inappropriate implant size
• Implant rupture or deflation
• Asymmetry (unevenness) of the breasts
• Calcium deposits in the scar capsule around the implant
• Granulomas, or lumps in local lymph node tissue formed by leaking silicone
• Breastfeeding difficulties, including reduced milk supply
• Reduced effectiveness of breast cancer screening, since an implant may hide breast tissue (and tumours) during a 

mammogram
• Movement of the implants from their original position
• Further surgery to treat complications
• Risks of anaesthesia including allergic reaction or potentially fatal cardiovascular complications such as heart attack
• A blood clot in the deep veins of the legs (deep vein thrombosis), which can move to the lungs (pulmonary embolus)  

or to the brain and may be life threatening.

Disclaimer: The above list is not exhaustive and other risks, complications, or outcomes may occur during or after your surgery. 
If you wish to discuss the potential risks and complications further, please do so at your patient consultation.

Breast augmentation, or augmentation mammoplasty, 
is a surgical procedure that involves using implants to 
increase breast volume.


